
December 15, 2010 

The ABR has a policy on initial diagnostic radiology (DR) certification that went into effect in January 

2009. Under the policy, candidates must attain initial certification within 10 years following completion 

of residency training. If a DR candidate does not attain certification within the 10-year period, he/she will 

no longer be considered active in the examination process (some refer to this as "board eligible") and may 

not claim any such status with the American Board of Radiology for any purpose, such as credentialing, 

privileging, or advertising.  

 
Candidates who completed training prior to 2004 and who have not yet attained initial 

certification have through 2014 to do so.  

Candidates with residency completion dates between 2004 and 2013 who have not yet attained 

initial certification have ten years from the end of training to do so.  

If initial diagnostic radiology certification is not attained within this period of eligibility, one year of 

additional training at an institution with an ACGME-accredited diagnostic radiology residency program is 

required before a candidate may re-enter the examination process.  

If you have any questions, please contact the Certification Services Division at 520-790-2900 or visit us 

online at www.theABR.org.   

Sincerely, 

Gary J. Becker, M.D.                                        
Executive Director                                            
The American Board of Radiology                                                                                           
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